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This was a legend, the product of time and suc-
cessive exaggerations. But a matter upon which, all
were agreed from the first was, that Nero had ordered
the fire, or at least had rekindled it when it was
about to die out. It was believed that persons
belonging to his household had been seen setting
fire to buildings on all sides. In certain places, it
was said, the flames had been kindled by men pre-
tending to be drunk. The conflagration seemed as
if it had begun at the same moment in more quarters
than one. Men told the tale that, during the fire,
soldiers and watchmen, whose business it was to put
it out, had been seen to stir it up, and to thwart the

patrice minis is in Tacit. Arm. xv. 42.) This phrase became an
anecdote; and as legend is usually born of an apt word, a true
sentiment, changed into a reality by help of violence done to
time and space, the poem Troica was put back to the actual date
of the catastrophe. The anecdote offered an almost insurmount-
able difficulty to those who, like Tacitus, knew that when the
fire broke out ]N"ero was at Antium; and to make their story less
inconsistent with fact, they supposed that he had sung his elegy
" on a private stage." Those who did not know that, for the
greater part of the time that the lire lasted, Nero was at Antium,
transported the scene of the anecdote to Eome, where each chose
for it the most theatrical locale that he could find. The pretended
Torre di Nerone that is now shown belongs to the middle ages.